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MUMBAI: The All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE) on Saturday lifted the
ban imposed by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) last
month on the opening of new
technical institutions in 2014-15.

The AICTE made the move
after the Supreme Court recently
restored the powers of approval
of technical institutions for the
academic vear 2014-15 back to
the AICTE. In April last year,

HT Mumbai

AICTE lifts affiliation ban, invites fresh applications

the apex court had stripped the
AICTE of this power, making
UGC in-charge of the technical
institutions.

The AICTE had now invited
applications for approvals from
new technical institutions as
well as existing ones for exten-
sion of courses.

“The Supreme Court has
said that prior and mandatory
approval from AICTE is com-
pulsory and we have started
the process of accepting appli-
cations for new engineering
colleges from today.” said SS

Mantha, chairman, AICTE. He
added that the application proc-
ess would conclude on June 10.

Asked whether the UGC’s
decision last month to put a
one-year halt to affiliation of
new engineering college can
contain the burgeoning of pri-
vate institutions of poor quality,
Mantha said that it came into
conflict with the constitutional
right to practising a profession
of one's choice.

Engineering colleges in the
city have welcomed the news.
They said that the AICTE scores
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over other universities as it has
the wherewithal to regulate tech-
nical institutions. “It is better to
interact with the AICTE because
it has the manpower and experts
related to the field that act as
guides, unlike the university,”
said Vivek Yakkundi, princi-
pal, Lokmanya Tilak College
of Engineering in Navi Mumbai.

“The AICTE has a well-out-
lined system for monitoring,
unlike the university,” said a
senior engineering professor
from Thadomal Shahani College
of Engineering, Bandra.
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Anti-virus technology
is dead: Symantec

James Vinoent

qy‘maute::- maker of the
LY widely used Norton Anti-
virus software suite, has de-
clared that antivirus technol-
oy “1s dead™.

The company’s senior
vice-president of  informa-
tion security Brian Dve told
the Wall Street Journal that
hackers were notond y Ciond g
new wayvs to breal into com-
puters but that anti-virus
wasn't “a money-maker in
anyway"”

Drwve said that the compa-
ny's anti-virus software
catches just 45% of cyvberat-
tacks — an admission that
soundssurprising butthatre-
flectsa broadershiftinthe cy-

bersecurity industry as ex-
perts are forced to adapt to
new methods employved by
haclers.

When Syimantec’s anti-vi-
rus software was first intro-
duced in the late 1980s it
worked as an immune system
for computers, with experts
maintaining a database of
malicious code and blocking
any attacksona givensystem.

Categories of cyberat-
tacks have since multiplied.
Symantec said it was looking
tomove firom a “protect™ mod-
el to one of “detect and re-
gpond,” offering businesses
bespole packages that track
hacks and leaks to prevent
anyv damages beyond the ini-
tial infiltration. v xe soerenpenT

More takers for 11Sc water purification model

Bangalore, May 10, 2014, DHNS

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/405895/more-takers-iisc-water-purification.html#

The sustainable mode to mitigate the water crisis in Bangalore created by the Indian Institute of Science
(11Sc) - by purifying lake water for domestic use - has now caught the attention of the local residents.

They are now inviting 11Sc experts to replicate the method in their area as civic agencies have failed to keep the
water bodies clean.

Under this method, lake water - which is already being treated in primary and secondary treatment plants - can
be further purified environmentally and made fit for human consumption. Prof T VV Ramachandra of the Centre
for Ecological Sciences of the 11Sc and his students developed and introduced the model successfully eight
months ago in Jakkur Lake.

Ramachandra told Deccan Herald that people from KR Puram have invited them to visit Amballipura Lake and
implement the model. The team will visit the site on May 22. BBMP officials have also shown interest in
learning from this model.
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Explaining the working of the model, Ramachandra said that Jakkur lake has a sewage treatment plant which
treats water partially. This water is allowed to pass through wetlands which consist of macrophytes and algae.
Here the nutrients (nitrates and phosphates) are removed.

The water then passes through algae based lagoons which completely clean the water.
The water is then allowed to settle for 4-5 days and bacteria gets cleaned through solar energy. Water analysis

showed that physico-chemical and biological chemicals of the water have been cleared and the water suitable
for domestic and irrigation purposes.
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